


OVERVIEW 
 
St Kilda Road in Melbourne demonstrates how even a primary arterial can 
provide a series of attractive and quality places along its length, utilising its 
huge street width to adapt to changing modal shifts within Melbourne’s 
street network.  
 
This high place value is ascribed to its boulevard-type cross section which 
manages to accommodate public transport, private vehicles and freight, 
bicycles, and pedestrians fairly  and equitably. The result is a high functioning, 
efficient street which is much enhanced by the avenue-style arrangement of 
beautiful, mature trees. 

 
PROJECT SUMMARY 
 
St Kilda Road is one of Melbourne’s premier boulevards and a world class 
street. Originally a dirt track leading to the coastal resort village of St Kilda, this 
street begins at the southern edge of the CBD, crosses the Yarra River and 
continues south through to the bayside suburbs of St Kilda and the Mornington 
Peninsula beyond. 
 
The road reserve is generally consistent along its length and is over 60m in 
width, allowing the street to comfortably accommodate trams, dedicated cycle 
paths and buses, within a design speed of 60 km/hr.  The well considered 
cross section design  successfully manages the trade-offs between transport 
modes  to ensure it is a thoroughly enjoyable experience for all users.  
 
Another key defining feature of St Kilda Road is its formal landscaping of Elm 
trees at the edge of the wide, shared footpath on both sides of the street and 
the London Plane trees which are planted on both the grassed central’ median 
strips.  
 
This street has high cultural and historical significance. However its design is 
timeless and applying a similar design to current wide roads in Auckland could 
significantly enhance both the street and the immediate local area.  
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Photo: St Kilda Road Precinct -Public Realm & Linkages Opportunities Study  
October 2011 DRAFT Ver2.0 prepared for City of Port Phillip. 



 
STREET TYPE 
 
MAJOR ARTERIALs 
 
6 lanes for cars, 2 on-street parking lanes. 
 
STREET DESCRIPTION  
 
BOULEVARD 
 
Two ‘nature strips’ (similar to planted 
medians) run the length of the street. 
 

 
STREET LENGTH / AREA 
6 KMS / 4 MILES 
 
Street runs north to south. 
 
PROPOSED FUTURE 
IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Master Plan proposes: 
 
Improved/raised tram stops.  
 
Reducing vehicle lanes in side carriageway 
from 2 to 1 lane. 
 
Creating protected and wider cycle  
lane adjacent to kerb. 
  

 
DESIGN TEAM 
 
VARIOUS  
 
The street has been constantly 
developed and evolved 
throughout its history by 
numerous consultants.  
 
CLIENT/ OWNER 
 
CITY OF MELBOURNE 
East side of the street to High 
Street 
 
CITY OF PORT PHILLIP  
West side of the street and street 
south of High Street 
  

 
PROJECT DATES 

1840- 

  

PROJECT COST  
 
N/A   

PROJECT TYPE 

ARTERIAL STREET UPGRADES 

NEW ARTERIAL STREETS 

 

KEY STREET FEATURES 
 
60m (av.) wide, including: 6 lanes for  
cars, 2 on-street parking lanes.  
 
Wide shared footpaths.  
 
Beautiful planted nature strips adjacent to 
the footpaths with over-100 year old Elm 
trees.  
 
2 central medians with London Plan trees.  
 
Equitable mode split, car, public transport, 
pedestrians.  
 
 
 
 
 

PARKING 

PARALLEL PARKING 

Sensitive incorporation of 
parallel on-street parking 
provided on both sides of 
street.   

 

OTHER FACTS 

The City of Melbourne recently replaced a vehicle lane 
with an extra-wide bicycle lane on the western side of 
Princes Bridge for cyclists travelling north into the city ( 

St Kilda Road's northern end carries approximately 
27,000 vehicles per day and serves an important 
traffic function in connecting drivers into and out of the 
Melbourne CBD.   

SITE LOCATION/ AREA 

MELBOURNE 

St Kilda Road runs from the south side of 
Melbourne’s CBD down to the suburb of 
St Kilda and beyond.  
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KEY PROJECT INFORMATION 
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PROJECT GOALS 

1. This project showcases a well designed wide and busy 
street that has a carrying capacity of 27,000 vehicles 
per day and serves an important traffic function in 
connecting motorists  with  Melbourne’s CBD. 
 

2. St Kilda Road is an excellent example of a busy street 
that displays an equitable mode share for trams, 
pedestrians, cycles, private vehicles and freight, and 
buses. 
 

3. This street also displays the advantages of foresight on 
the part of the early engineers and street designers 
who thought to plant trees within the road reserve. 
Such forethought and commitment has resulted in a 
beautifully tree-lined and canopied street that 
Melbournians can enjoy today, mitigating the transport 
demands of the street with the provision of successful 
places for communities along its length.  

 
 

Photo: St Kilda Road Precinct -Public Realm & Linkages Opportunities Study  
October 2011 DRAFT Ver2.0 prepared for City of Port Phillip. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE DESIGN PROCESS  

1. In the early 1840s St Kilda Road was a cattle path 
called Baxter’s Track that linked St Kilda Road to the 
town centre. 
 

2. In the 1970s the Victorian Government undertook a 
street-widening programme to accommodate more 
vehicular traffic. 
 

3. The St Kilda Road Masterplan (2005-07) includes 
initiatives to reduce vehicle lanes in the side 
carriageway from 2 to 1 lanes and create a 
“Copenhagen” type (protected) cycle lane. This has so 
far been opposed by the State Government. 
 

4. Cycle improvements which have recently occurred 
are on the notoriously dangerous northern stretch of 
the street; 
 

 -In May 2013 a three month trial was used to test the 
removal of a vehicle lane from the northbound side of 
Princes Bridge to provide for a dedicated cycle lane; 

  
 -Due to heavy opposition from motoring groups, the 

council said the new lane would be monitored over a 
three-month trial; 

 
 -The council said the new lane would have no 

significant impact on vehicle traffic entering the city, 
with 880 vehicles an hour still expected to pass 
through the intersection at peak hour; 
 

Artist’s impression of the now-built new bike lane on Princes bridge at northern (city) end of  
St Kilda Road. As a direct result of this, bicycle traffic has increased by 40% and the  

incidence of accidents has fallen dramatically. 

-Traffic on the bridge is now only about one minute slower as a result of the bike lane, but bicycle traffic 
has risen by 40%; 
 
-The bike lane has been declared a success and will now be permanent. 
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Photo: St Kilda Road Precinct -Public Realm & Linkages Opportunities Study October 2011 DRAFT  
Ver2.0 prepared for City of Port Phillip.  

GETTING IT RIGHT 

St Kilda Road North Precinct. 
Photo: Public Realm & Linkages 
Opportunities Study October 2011 DRAFT 
Ver2.0 prepared for City of Port Phillip.  
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GETTING IT RIGHT  1. DESIGN STREETS AS PUBLIC SPACES   

1. Due to its high quality design including its equitable 
modal split, St Kilda Road is a public place in its own 
right rather than just a movement corridor. 
 

2. Its scale, slowed traffic speeds and significant planting, 
across both the central reservation and the street’s 
edges, contribute to the street’s civic nature. 
 

3. St Kilda Road’s immanently livable character 
encourages workers, visitors and residents to inhabit 
the street. 
 

4. The excellent design of the cross section in conjunction 
with the very old, avenue-style trees, provides a 
grandeur that enhances the public/civic nature of the 
street. 
 

5. The width and treatment of the “nature strips” (tree-
lined strips adjacent to both footpaths) contribute to the 
landscape character of St Kilda Road and connect with 
parks and open spaces along its length. 
 

6. Formal tree lined and landscaped boulevard creates a 
park-like setting.  
 

7. St Kilda Road forms one of the key gateways and 
ceremonial entry points into the central city from the 
south end of the precinct. 
 

St Kilda Road looking north towards city – shows the mixed land use and beautiful parks context. 
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GETTING IT RIGHT  2. DESIGN FOR CONTEXT 

1. Some notably grand buildings including historic/ 
heritage schools, churches, memorials and mansions 
are appropriate for the grandness of the street; equally 
the grandeur of the street is a fitting context for these 
adjacent land uses. 
 

2. St Kilda Road was redesigned as a wide, European-
style boulevard in the 1860s. Some of Melbourne’s 
most beautiful parks were located and designed to 
complement this street. 
 

3. Its timeless style, and the many types of users of the 
street are very fitting for its now-varied context which 
includes contemporary commercial, heritage 
educational, religious, civic and residential buildings 
and monuments, as well as parks and other 
recreational spaces.  
 

4. Building height limits were introduced in the 1980s 
(vary, but up to 60m in many areas along the street) to 
maintain buildings at a height appropriate to St Kilda 
Road’s width.  
 

5. Private landscape forecourts within building setbacks 
make a significant contribution to the grand streetscape 
appearance of St Kilda Road. These elements blur the 
line between public and private space and accentuate 
the grand dimensions of the road, subdivision pattern, 
building scale and established tree plantings. 
 

St Kilda Road looking towards the city (top), Example of landscaped private setbacks 
along St Kilda Road (bottom). 
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GETTING IT RIGHT  3. DESIGN FOR CONNECTIVITY 

1. This major green connecting street provides important 
traffic and pedestrian connections as well as providing 
a key visual corridor and landscape links. 
 

2. St Kilda Road acts as a major connector for vehicle and 
public transport  connecting Melbourne’s CBD with the 
south/ coastal suburbs. 
 

3. St Kilda Road contains two major connecting nodes at 
its northern and southern ends which function as the 
corridor’s major public transport interchanges and city 
gateway areas.  
 

4. Domain Interchange at the north end is one of the 
busiest interchanges on the Melbourne tram system. 
Largely dominated by road/light rail infrastructure and 
heavy vehicle traffic, until recently the public 
environment for pedestrians and cyclists has been 
particularly poor and challenging to negotiate. However 
recent significant improvements created a new cycle 
lane that contributes to making a more connected cycle 
network. 
 

St Kilda Road contains two major connecting nodes at its northern and southern ends which function as 
the corridor’s major public transport interchanges and city gateway areas. 
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GETTING IT RIGHT  4. DESIGN FOR SAFETY 

 
1. The speed limit is 60kph with the St Kilda Masterplan 

(2007-09) recommending a reduction to 50kph to 
improve pedestrian safety.  
 

2. For most of its length St Kilda Road has a wide, shared 
footpath which provides a safe environment  separated 
from vehicles by the majestic trees.  
 

3. The Masterplan recommended creating “Copenhagen 
style” (protected) cycle lanes adjacent to the kerb 
rather than in their current traditional location which is 
between the parked cars and the vehicle lane. 
 

4. It was also recommended that the cycle lanes be 
increased in width from 1.2m to 2.0m with the addition 
of a “safety strip” (1m wide) to allow space for car 
passenger doors to open. 
 

Artist’s Image of Copenhagen style/ protected cycle lane on St Kilda Road. 
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GETTING IT RIGHT  5. DESIGN FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 

1. The value of the magnificent avenue-style planting is 
well recognized beyond their visual delight, providing a 
green corridor providing continuous canopy connecting 
many of the cities parks and open spaces.  

 

View down St Kilda Road – looking towards the Institutional Precinct.  

1 
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GETTING IT RIGHT  6. DESIGN AND PLAN STREETS TO BE FIT FOR PURPOSE 

1. The Councils (City of Port Phillip and City of Melbourne) 
recognise that the ageing of trees and regular 
maintenance is an ongoing issue and critical to 
sustaining a healthy and attractive boulevard. They 
therefore have plans to improve the health and upkeep 
of significant trees through installation of an irrigation 
system and implementing a tree replacement regime. 
 

2. Ongoing improvements are planned that include: 
 

 - Reducing vehicle lanes in the side carriageway  
 from 2 to 1 lane. 
 - Improving the tram stops to provide greater 

accessibility for those with disabilities. 
 - Reducing traffic speeds (from 60 to 50kph). 
 - Improving cycle lane facilities.  

 

St Kilda Road is an excellent example of a busy street that displays an equitable mode share for trams, 
pedestrians, cycles, private vehicles and freight, and buses. 
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